
Parent Council Meeting Minutes 
Date: November 14th, 2016 

 
Subject/Contributor Discussion Follow-Up Action 

Welcome –  
Sandy La Posta and 
Debra Cinelli 

Sandy La Posta and Debra Cinelli welcomed all present 

members, and the meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Prayer – Group All present members shared in a prayer to begin the meeting in 

faith, led by Sandy La Posta. 
 

Minutes From the 
Last Meeting –  
Renee Brown 

The minutes from the October 17, 2016 meeting were reviewed 

by Renee Brown and approved by consensus. 
 

Treasury 
Report/Review – 
Samantha Zuercher 

Samantha Zuercher distributed an updated Treasury Report for 

examination by all present members.  The current balance as 

of the date of the meeting was approximately $10,000.  

Pending expenses are not reflected in that amount.   

 

This current balance does not include the recent Chocolate 

Fundraiser.  Results from that fundraising campaign are still 

being calculated.  Upon completion, the Treasury Report will 

be updated to reflect the full profits and expenses of the 

Chocolate Fundraiser.   

An updated Treasury Report 

will be provided at the next 

meeting for review, and will 

include details of the 

Chocolate Fundraiser, and 

pending expenses.  

Spirit Wear –  
Group Discussion 

SouthPaw will have sample sizing available during 

parent/teacher conferences on November 17th and 18th.  The 

various clothing options will be offered in both navy blue and 

grey.  Order forms and marketing materials will be sent home, 

and orders are expected to arrive before the Christmas 

holidays.  

A sub committee will meet 

to organize and execute the 

Sprit Wear orders. Updates 

will be provided at the next 

meeting. 

Food/Lunch 
Programs –  
Group Discussion 

The Twisted Indian Lunch program has recently been met with 

some complaints, and after general discussion, the majority of 

present members agreed that a new program should be 

investigated for the new year.  Pita lunches are healthy, offer a 

variety of flavours, and are approved for the healthy eating 

guidelines.  Michelle Aspden has agreed to contact some pita 

companies and arrange for a school lunch program to begin in 

February 2017. 

 

Pizza continues to be served on Wednesdays with no major 

issues.  

 

Sandy is still organizing efforts to have a representative of a 

restaurant ordering and delivery system (HealthyHunger.ca) 

attend a CSCC meeting, if possible.  Updates will be provided 

as they develop. 

 

Michelle Aspden will 

arrange a pita lunch 

program, and it is expected 

to begin in February 2017. 

Updates will be provided at 

the next meeting.  

 

 

Sandy LaPosta will update 

CSCC regarding any 

updates to the possibility of 

implementing the Healthy 

Hunger.ca program. 

 

 

Student 
Involvement – 
Debra Cinelli 

The Grade 8 teachers are in the process of choosing a 

responsible student to act as a student representative for the 

student body. 
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Budget 2016/2017 – 
Group Discussion 

Debra Cinelli met with the teachers to discuss the deficiencies that 

they note throughout the school, and provided the following 

update:  

 

While the CSCC was interested in having Phase 2 of the track 

resurfacing include improvements and repairs to the baseball 

diamond, the teachers have expressed greater interest and support 

for repairs to the soccer field in the centre of the track instead. 

The soccer field itself requires levelling and re-sodding, and there 

is interest from both the teachers and the student body in having 

soccer nets installed.  Quotes for soccer field repairs and 

resurfacing will need to be gathered. Additionally, 

communications will need to be held with the Board regarding the 

soccer nets, to ensure they comply with the safety requirements. 

 

Debra Cinelli is still investigating the costs for a new fleet of 200 

chairs and 10 folding tables for assemblies and gatherings.  

Decisions will be made later in the year as the cost, and the 

account balance for the CSCC becomes more clear.  

 

Sandy LaPosta proposed a Family Math Night, which would 

break down various strands of math and math modules from 

grades Kindergarten to 8, as well as highlighting the benefits of 

coding.  Group discussion was held, and since a Family Math 

Night was held in the 2015-2016 school year, it was suggested 

that alternating years between a Family Math Night and a Family 

Literacy Night would be more effective.  Within the discussion, 

the idea of holding a Family Literacy event during Catholic 

Education Week gained support. 

Debra Cinelli will speak with 

the Board regarding the track 

and soccer field 

improvements, and will 

provide updates as available.  

 

Gerri Priest will place an 

order for 5 Chromebooks.  It 

is hoped that these can be 

serviced at the Board in a 

timely manner, and delivered 

to the school.  Gerri will 

provide updates as they 

become available. 

 

Gerri Priest will register for 

The Forest of Reading 

Program and order the books 

and required materials to 

execute the program.  It is 

expected to commence in 

January 2017, and Gerri will 

provide updates as they 

become available.  

 

 

 

Fundraising Events 
– Group Discussion 

As of Friday, November 11th, the Chocolate Fundraiser had 

received just under $19,000, and expenses are expected to be 

approximately $13,000. Michelle Ricci will be counting the 

remainder of the money by mid-November. Sandy LaPosta 

will contact the chocolate company to arrange the return of 

unsold chocolates for a refund.  

 

Michelle Ricci has arranged to have the school choir sing the 

National Anthem at the Barrie Colts game on December 17th.  

Ticket forms will be sent home soon, and promotion of the 

event will be done in a timely manner.  

 

Discussion was held regarding the possibility of holding a 

fundraising night at South Street Burger. It was agreed upon 

during general discussion that this event would be held in 

March or April, after the March Break, and that the funds 

raised during this one night event would be allocated directly 

to the cost of permanent soccer uprights.  donor exhaustion, 

and the CSCC does not want to alienate the generous support 

of the school community. A final decision on the final 

fundraiser of 2016/2017 will be discussed and voted on at a 

future meeting.  

The chocolate money will 

be counted and deposited by 

mid-November.  Sandy 

LaPosta will arrange the 

return of the unsold 

chocolates for refund.  The 

final numbers of the 

chocolate fundraiser, 

including profits and 

expenses will be reflected 

on the next Treasury Report.    

 

Sandy LaPosta will book a 

fundraising night with 

South St. Burger of late 

March or April, and will 

provide an update at the nest 

meeting.  
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Teacher Requests – 
Group Discussion 

Gerri Priest brought forth the following teacher requests: 

 

Mrs. Rumney has requested 5 exercise balls for her classroom.  

These are used as alternatives to chairs, and help provide students 

with movement, and support proper posture. The approximate 

cost of 5 exercise balls is $200 

 

Mr. Medve has requested money for a reward luncheon for his 

class.  Mr. Medve challenged his students to increase their 

reading, and received outstanding results, with more than 55 

books being read by the class over a short period of time.  The 

estimated cost of the luncheon is $100, and will be held on 

December 7th. 

 

Mrs. Greene requested $100 for the purchase of as many rakes as 

that could buy.  Mrs. Green’s class has been diligently 

maintaining the front yard of the school, and rakes several times 

a week.  

 

Mr. Forget requested $150-$200 to purchase a djambe.  Mr. 

Forget is hoping to create a drumming circle, and drums will be 

required.   

 

Mrs. Priest requested funding for 2-3 author visits, in support of 

the Forest of Reading program.  Each author visit is 

approximately $800.  

 

All present member voted, with the exception of Gerri Priest and 

Debra Cinelli, due to a conflict of interest.  The following requests 

were approved by majority vote: 

 

Mrs. Rumney -                      $200 

Mr. Medve -                          $100 

Mrs. Greene -                        $100 

Mr. Forget -                  $150-$200 

Mrs. Priest -                         $1600 

Total Requests Pending:   $2200 

  

Receipts will be submitted 

as purchases are made, and 

the Treasury Report will be 

updated to reflect these 

approved expenditures.  

Coffee Sunday  – 
Group Discussion 

Natalie Chenard resigned from her position as Parish Liaison, 

effective immediately.  The CSCC thanks her for her 

dedication and hard work over the years in this position. 

 

Coffee Sunday will be held on Sunday, February 26th, 2017.  A 

committee will be organized in the new year to plan and 

execute a successful Coffee Sunday.  This is an excellent 

opportunity for our students and families to come together and 

build relationships with each other, and with the parish of St. 

Mary’s.  

Discussion and planning of 

Coffee Sunday will be held 

at the next CSCC meeting in 

January 2017.  
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Open Discussion – 
Group Discussion 

Debra Cinelli was able to arrange to use the cafeteria at St. 

Joseph’s High School for our annual Christmas Dinner, which 

will be held on Friday, December 16th, 2016. 

 

Gerri Priest thanked Meghan Rowland for her generous 

donation of pumpkins, which were used as artistic displays 

during Literacy Week.  

 

Deanna DeForest requested that a no idling policy be 

communicated to the school community.  

 

The Coins For Connor walk raised $810 for cancer research. 

Debra Cinelli will organize 

and promote the Annual 

Christmas Dinner in the 

coming weeks. 

Meeting Adjourned 
- Group 

The meeting was adjourned.   

Attendance:   Debra Cinelli, Sandy LaPosta, Shannon Muegge, Michelle Aspden, Samantha Zuercher, Gerri Priest, 
Renee Brown, Meghan Rowland, Deanna DeForest, Jamie Forget  

Regrets:  Marnie Durst, Natalie Chenard, Silvana White, Naomi Wachowiak 

  

 


